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Introduction 

On January 28, 2014, the Halifax Regional Council passed a motion to “develop and 

implement an urban orchard pilot project plan” as an undertaking within the Healthy 

Communities Core Priority Areas (Halifax Regional Municipality, 2014).  Improving 

community health has been prioritized by Halifax’s municipal government in response to 

unsettling trends in public health. It is estimated that in Halifax, approximately two thirds 

of men and half of women are overweight or obese (Vital Signs, 2012). This has been 

linked to the lack of participation in physical activity observed Canada-wide in over half 

the population 12 years and over.  

These health trends can also be attributed to food insecurity within Halifax communities. 

Whereas the Nova Scotia Department of Health and Wellness recommends 5-10 servings 

of fruits and vegetables per day, Income Assistance and minimum-wage levels are often 

insufficient for many Nova Scotian families to be able to afford basic nutrition (Nova 

Scotia Participatory Food Security Projects, 2009).  

A recent public consultation initiative by Mayor Mike Savage, which gathered over 80 

stakeholders from various backgrounds, aimed to address these public and community 

health issues (Bates, 2013). Through this exercise, the participants identified 

transportation, accessibility, and local food production as 2014-2015 budget priorities for 

the Halifax Regional Municipality, within the Healthy Communities Core Priority area. 

The establishment of an orchard pilot project in the city was seen as a short-term, 

achievable goal that would contribute to progress in food security and local food 

consumption. 

The concern for local food production expressed during the Mayor’s Conversation on a 

Healthy and Liveable Community came as no surprise. This same concern had been 

expressed by the public during the development of Halifax’s Urban Forest Master Plan 

(UFMP), which was adopted by Regional Council in September 2012. The Plan, which 

aims to ensure a sustainable future for the Municipality’s urban forest, was developed 

through multiple years of research and engagement with community members. One of the 

objectives identified through public consultation was to “increase the amount of edibles 

available from the urban forest” (HRM Urban Forest Planning Team, 2013, p. 47). Thus, 

by developing an urban orchard strategy for the city, Halifax’s Urban Forest Planning 
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Team is moving forward with the Plan’s implementation while addressing community 

priorities recently brought to the forefront by Mayor Savage’s initiatives.  

The purpose of this report is to provide readers with background information on urban 

orchards, as well as to discuss ways forward with the establishment of orchards in 

Halifax. By presenting case studies of existing urban orchards in various cities in Canada, 

the United States and Europe, readers may begin to identify factors that make an urban 

orchard successful and sustainable. This report is meant to inform the discussions that 

will take place at the stakeholder workshop on June 26, 2014. 

What is an Urban Orchard? 

A community orchard can be defined as a grouping of trees or bushes that produce fruits 

and nuts and which is cared for by a community, rather than run for private profit (Ames, 

2013; Ben Nobleman Park Community Orchard, 2014). Similarly, if the community 

orchard is located within the bounds of an urban municipality, as would be the case for 

Halifax, it would be titled an urban orchard.  

Benefits 

Urban orchards can provide a multitude of ecological and socio-economic benefits to a 

community.  

 By growing food locally, fuel consumption and subsequent greenhouse gas 

emissions due to food transportation can be reduced. 

 There is an opportunity to use urban orchards as an education tool for schools, 

communities, and private homeowners.  

 The fresh food that urban orchards provide could contribute to food security for 

the Halifax Regional Municipality. 

 Urban orchards can readily provide healthy and nutritious in-season food to the 

local community. 

 Urban orchards can be used as a gathering place for community members, thus 

strengthening ties and creating friendships within neighbourhoods.  

 There is an opportunity to create partnerships between the city of Halifax, local 

NGOs, and organizations such as food banks and community gardens.  

In addition to the benefits mentioned previously, fruit trees are a part of the larger urban 

forest network. The urban forest provides many benefits to the city, including 

microclimate control, storm water management, air filtration, water and soil quality 

improvement, and carbon storage, to name a few (Carreiro et al., 2008). 
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Required Conditions  

The survival of food trees, along with the quantity and quality of the food they produce, 

is dependent on a specific set of biophysical conditions. Factors that influence their 

survival and productivity include: climate, soil type and quality, rootstock, cultivar, 

shade, management and care, successful pollination, as well as annual fluctuations 

(Hessayon, 1990; Merwin, 1999; Craig, 2007; Clark and Nicholas, 2013). 

Climate 

Halifax has characteristically warm summers and cool winters, with high humidity and 

plenty of rain (Webb and Marshall, 1999). This climate can determine the types of food-

producing trees that will flourish in the area, but may also cause certain species to be 

more susceptible to disease. For example, a common fungal disease called Apple Scab 

thrives in a moist climate, and has been known to be a problem in many Atlantic apple 

orchards (Craig, 2007). 

Soil Type 

Contaminated soil within the urban core and its effect on food produced by urban 

orchards may be a concern amongst community members. Generally, soils can become 

contaminated with heavy metals in two ways: rock weathering, and anthropogenic 

sources. Anthropogenic sources include industrial inputs, waste disposal, and 

atmospheric deposition from vehicles. The soils of certain areas of Halifax have been 

shown to contain higher than acceptable levels of zinc, lead, and arsenic (Heidary-

Monfared, 2011). 

Studies have shown that though it is inadvisable to plant certain crops in contaminated 

soils (eg: celery, parsley, leeks, lettuce), other food-bearing plants and trees have proved 

to be safer (Ventola, 2012). Generally, the hierarchy of heavy metal uptake from highest 

to lowest in plant parts is leaves, roots, fruits, and seeds (Massadeh et al., 2011). A study 

regarding apricot and apple trees planted on soils contaminated with lead and arsenic 

found that fruit produced from the trees contained contaminants below the limits of 

detection and were safe for human consumption (Creger and Peryea, 1992). Additionally, 

washing produce grown in an urban environment, where atmospheric deposition of 

contaminants is a problem, has the potential to reduce lead ingestion by 73% (Nabulo et 

al., 2012). 

Cultivar 

A cultivar is, in the case of an orchard, a food-bearing tree variety produced by 

horticulturists through selective breeding for a set of desirable traits (Warren, 1990). For 

example, the trees may be selected for the amount of fruit they yield, fruit colour, size, or 

taste, or tree hardiness (Craig, 2007). These trees are then propagated, often by the 

process of grafting, to ensure that these traits stay true to the original cultivar (Craig, 
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2007). Choosing the correct cultivar is integral to ensuring productivity and survival of 

food trees within the urban orchard (Craig, 2007). 

Rootstock 

The rootstock is the base to which the desirable cultivar is attached during the grafting 

process. Rootstocks themselves may be chosen for desirable characteristics, such as 

hardiness, drought tolerance, and tree size (Merwin, 1999). 

Shade 

Tree species have ranges at which they can or cannot tolerate shade in order to grow 

(Ministry of Forests and Range, 2008). For example, certain cultivars of apple trees 

require less direct sunlight than others (Royal Horticultural Society, 2014). This would 

allow them to be planted in the shade of a large building, as is often necessary in an urban 

setting where land availability is restricted.  

Pollination 

When selecting species to plant in an orchard, it is important to consider whether a 

particular variety has the ability to self-pollination. Some varieties of food-bearing trees, 

including apples and pears, do not have this ability and require a second, compatible tree 

to be planted. Other species, such as many plum trees, do not require a partner for 

pollination (Hessayon, 1990). 

Management  

In an urban setting, diligent care and maintenance are often necessary to maintain the 

ideal biophysical conditions described above. In addition, caring for the trees may allow 

further enhancement of the quality and quantity of the food they yield. Pruning and 

planting density affect the size of trees and their produce, and different techniques are 

used to yield particular desired results.  

It is recommended that most fruit-bearing trees be pruned in the early spring, before 

leaves appear. The trees should be pruned lightly, but often, as neglecting them for 

several years and then vigorously pruning them may injure the tree (Michigan State 

University Extension, n.d.).  

Planting density can affect both the size of the tree as well as the size of the food the tree 

produces (Clark and Nicholas, 2013). Orchard trees planted at a higher density, meaning 

more trees per unit area, tend to result in smaller trees that produce, for example, smaller 

apples (Clark and Nicholas, 2013). Conversely, lower density orchards are likely to 

produce larger trees with larger apples (Clark and Nicholas, 2013). Typically, smaller 

food trees are seen as more desirable than taller ones, as it allows easier access to the 

food by community members. For this reason, coupled with the restricted land 

availability in urban areas, high density orchards would likely be the most effective 

design. 
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Experiences with Urban Orchards in Other Cities  

Urban orchards have successfully been implemented in cities around the globe. In 

particular, orchards established in Philadelphia, Toronto, Seattle, and London (United 

Kingdom) were examined to identify factors that make each orchard unique and 

effective. By examining what has been achieved elsewhere, we can gain valuable 

knowledge that could be applied to our future urban orchards, ensuring our own success 

story. 

The Philadelphia Orchard Project  

In 2007 Paul Glover took action in “greening” the city of Philadelphia by founding the 

non-profit organization Philadelphia Orchard Project, POP. Glover recognized the ability 

of urban orchards to mitigate the financial and ecological misfortunes (e.g.: peak oil, 

global warming, de-industrialization, etc.) that had influenced the state’s condition.  

Today, 34 orchards have been planted throughout Philadelphia under the guidance of 

POP.  POP’s work is not only an urban agriculture success story, but also highlights the 

multitude of benefits that urban orchards provide. Aside from the obvious urban orchard 

benefits of local, fresh food, POP has successfully transformed abandoned lots into 

agricultural space; trained inner-city youth with urban farming skills; and has had over 

6000 community members participate in its education programs (POP, 2014). 

The 34 orchards of the Philadelphia Orchard Project contain 656 trees, 1,229 shrubs and 

vines, and 7,348 perennials.  POP organizes the orchards by partnering with other 

community-based groups that manage individual orchards.  This results in a diverse range 

of species and orchard characteristics displayed across Philadelphia.  The fundamental 

planting guide for POP orchards follows the forestry gardening technique of planting in 

‘layers’.  All the orchards have a canopy of dwarf trees, followed by mid-sized shrubs, 

and an understory of perennials.  The design and development of POP’s urban orchards 

are the result of the organization’s Executive Director, Phil Forsyth. Forsyth includes a 

plethora of crops in the orchard, including apples, cherries, Asian pears, peaches, 

hazelnuts, blackberries, serviceberries, grapes, kiwis, currants, figs, pawpaws, 

persimmons, plums, blueberries, elderberries, gooseberries, goumis, and raspberries 

(POP, 2014). 

Each organization, along with its committed volunteers, complete the harvesting and 

maintenance work.  After the fruit has been harvested, the means of distribution are up to 

each organization.  However, POP requires that the organizations distribute the harvests 

to low-wealth communities. Most of the orchards distribute the harvests to the gardeners 

and the local community.  Moreover, some of them, such as Greenfield Orchard, have 

been planted at schools and are used as an educational outlet as well as a resource for 

nutritious school snacks.  Roxborough PC Orchard distributes half of the harvest to the 

community and donates the remaining half to the local food bank.  Additionally, POP has 
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six demonstration orchards that are used for various educational purposes such as 

environmental education and urban farming demonstrations.  Among these six is the 

SHARE Orchard, which focuses on mitigating issues pertaining to food security.  

SHARE targets food security by donating harvests to the regional emergency supply and 

teaching local citizens how to grow their own food.  The Woodford Orchard hosts 

festivals and workshops created to inspire and enlighten the community about urban 

agriculture (POP, 2014). 

Ben Noblemen Park Community Orchard (Toronto) 

In 2009, Susan Poizner and Sherry Firing founded Toronto’s first community orchard in 

Ben Nobleman Community Park.  The Ben Nobleman Community Park Orchard is now a 

model example of how public green spaces can be transformed into edible forests.  The 

orchard is a product of a partnership between two local organizations, Growing for Green 

and Not far From the Tree.  Growing for Green is an eco-gardening group for which 

Poizner and Firing have worked.  It specializes in training and educating community 

members on all aspects of fruit tree maintenance.  Not far From the Tree acted as a 

support group to assist with the implementation of Growing for Green’s plans.  Not far 

From the Tree specializes in harvesting and distributing fruit from the various fruit trees 

planted across the city.  Together, the organizations and the founders were able to 

materialize their visions into the Ben Nobleman Community Park Orchard (Ben 

Nobleman Park Community Orchard, 2014). 

The orchard was planted on June 4, 2009, at the Ben Nobleman Community Park, and the 

first harvests were taken in 2013.  The public park is situated in Toronto’s Upper Village.  

It is composed of fourteen fruit trees, which include five apple trees, three plum trees, 

three apricot trees, and three sweet cherry trees.  Harvests are distributed among the 

volunteers and local agencies such as food banks (Ben Nobleman Park Community 

Orchard, 2014). 

Dedicated volunteers work on all aspects of fruit-tree care, including grounds 

maintenance and pruning.  Firing, the head gardener, works alongside Growing for Green 

to ensure that all volunteers are well trained.  Additionally, in 2013 Poizner created the 

organization Orchard People to increase the education and aid available for anyone 

interested in becoming an orchardist.  Orchard People focuses on orchard consulting and 

training (Ben Nobleman Park Community Orchard, 2014).   

As a result of these educational institutions, the Ben Nobleman Orchard is highly 

engaged with the community.  Demonstrations, workshops, and harvest festivals are all 

re-occurring events that enhance the success of this orchard.  Moreover, Poizner and 

Firing have recently published a book on fruit-tree care and the story of the Ben 

Nobleman Community Park Orchard.  The book, titled “Growing Urban Orchards,” acts 

as an educational guide for interested orchardists while detailing the successes and 
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hardships of their own experiences.  The book covers topics such as pruning, disease and 

pest management, nutrition, plant selection, and several others (Ben Nobleman Park 

Community Orchard, 2014). 

It is evident that interest in urban orchards is rising.  The Ben Nobleman Park 

Community Orchard has recognized this interest and responded with education.  Not only 

is this orchard a successful example of local food production and community 

engagement, but it also serves as an educational outpost to inspire and spread urban 

orchard enthusiasm (Ben Nobleman Park Community Orchard, 2014).  

The Urban Orchard Project (London, UK) 

The Urban Orchard Project is an organization that facilitates the expansion of urban 

orchards across cities in the United Kingdom.  It is an extension of the London Orchard 

Project, which solely focused on the city of London.  Carina Millstone and Rowena 

Ganguil founded the London Orchard Project in 2009.  The two women met while 

obtaining their Master’s degrees in sustainable development.  They recognized the lack of 

institutions dedicated to urban orchards and consequently formed the London Orchard 

Project.  The success of the project inspired the staff to expand the scope.  As a result, in 

May 2014 the London Orchard Project became the Urban Orchard Project.   

Similar to Growing for Green and the Ben Nobleman Community Park Orchard, The 

Urban Orchard Project has a strong focus on education.  Local community members are 

encouraged to attend regularly scheduled workshops and demonstrations.  However, its 

main role is to partner with community-based groups and assist them in planting and 

designing their own orchards, as well as educating them on the subject of fruit trees.  

There is also collaboration with municipal authorities as many of the sites fall on public 

parks (The Urban Orchard Project, n.d.).    

Currently, the organization has planted sixty urban orchards.  Each of these orchards has 

approximately ten trees.  The range of fruit trees includes apples, pears, plums, peaches, 

apricots, medlars, and mirabelles.  Similar to most urban orchards, all of the maintenance 

work is done by volunteers.  When there are plans to plant a new orchard, The Urban 

Orchard Project trains five orchard leaders from each community.  From then on, these 

leaders run the new orchard and co-ordinate the volunteers (The Urban Orchard Project, 

n.d.).  

Another facet of the Urban Orchard Project is its restoration plan.  London has been 

historically known for boasting a multitude of orchards.  Due to development and urban 

expansion, many of the orchards have disappeared or become neglected.  Fragments of 

these remain, resulting in restoration projects beginning in 2010 by the Urban Orchard 

Project. Volunteer orchard custodians have been working to remove brambles and restore 

ten of the forgotten orchards.  The project’s leaders hope to reconnect communities with 
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their heritage and restore the city to its fruit-bearing state.  Cultural events such as 

wassailing, a historical custom of singing to fruit trees in order to enhance harvests, and 

cooking heritage fruit will accompany the restoration period.   

On top of the restoration project, the Urban Orchard Project hosts many workshops and 

educational events at the various locations.  In the past it has hosted courses on apple 

identification, pruning, grafting, planting, and cider-making.  The Urban Orchard Project 

has actively engaged the public and as a consequence, enthusiasm for urban orchards 

continues to grow (The Urban Orchard Project, n.d.).    

City Fruit of Seattle 

Gail Savina founded City Fruit in 2008, aspiring to expand the scope of urban fruit-tree 

utilization in Seattle, Washington.  Savina created this non-profit organization that 

enhanced education, increased harvests and distribution, reformed food policy, and 

advocated conservation.  With the financial aid of a non-profit partner organization called 

Phinney Neighborhood Association, Savina was able to materialize her goals.   

City Fruit’s main project is to harvest and distribute fruit from various trees across the 

city.  The trees are both on private (mainly residential) and public land.  Last year 10,017 

pounds of unused fruit was harvested from residential properties.  After harvests are 

completed, the fruit is donated to local food banks and sold to interested buyers.  Due to 

the profit made from its sales, City Fruit does not rely on volunteers.  It pays the 

harvesters $1.00/pound for fruit harvested.  The buyers include various restaurants across 

Seattle, interested individuals, community-supported agricultural groups (CSAs), day 

care centres, and Seattle Tilth’s Good Food Bag (City Fruit, 2014).   

In addition to harvesting urban fruit trees, City Fruit has created an Urban Orchard 

Stewards Project.  Over thirty parks around Seattle are home to urban orchards.  Some of 

these orchards are part of small community gardens planted within the parks, while others 

are naturally occurring as a result of favourable conditions and the right seeds.   

The financial costs of maintaining the orchards are not written into Seattle’s park-

landscaping budget.  Fortunately, the Washington State Department of Natural 

Resources, in partnership with the US Forest Service, awarded City Fruit a grant.  The 

purpose of the grant was to establish a community-based program that would maintain 

the urban orchards.  The grant was used to develop City Fruit’s Urban Orchard Stewards 

Project.  The project works through five teams that maintain orchards in the Bradner 

Gardens Park, the Burke-Gilman Trail Park, the Jose Rizal Park, the Martha Washington 

Park, and the Meadowbrook Park.  The stewards also assist with the planned orchards, 

which are part of small community gardens within the parks. However, they are less 

involved at these sites due to the additional assistance of the community-garden staff 

(City Fruit, 2014).    
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City Fruit is in the midst of training new stewardship teams for seven additional parks. 

The organization has developed a fruit-tree care curriculum to guide training efforts.  The 

curriculum consists of a three-part series of two-hour workshops.  Part one is fruit-tree 

biology and production, part two is pruning, and part three is pest management and 

permaculture.  Once they are confident with their education, the stewards develop policy 

around their orchards and gain official management of the sites.  The stewards and 

additional volunteers then restore and maintain Seattle’s neglected orchards.  However, 

they are still assisted by City Fruit and the government with opportunities such as 

workshops and community events.  Some of the fruit harvested from the five sites include 

apples, pears, plums, raspberries, currants, blueberries, and strawberries (City Fruit, 

2014). 

Summary 

Each urban orchard experience emphasises an important aspect for ensuring success 

which can be applied to future orchards in the Halifax Regional Municipality. The 

Philadelphia Orchard Project highlights the importance of strong partnerships with other 

community-based groups, allowing community involvement to be far-reaching, and the 

orchards to be widespread. The Ben Nobleman Park Community Orchard successfully 

transformed unused green space into an edible forest, which is particularly important in 

cities where land availability is restricted. The Urban Orchard Project in London and 

across the UK places a strong focus on public education. Public education in the form of 

workshops and demonstrations leads to enthusiasm and community engagement in the 

orchard projects. Lastly, City Fruit of Seattle displays the importance of devoted stewards 

and volunteers, who work hard alongside founder Gail Savina to ensure that the 

organization grows and flourishes.  

Discussion Topics for the Workshop  

 

What principles should apply in the development of urban orchards in Halifax? 

1. Food Security and Healthy Communities 

Food security is achieved in a community when all its members have reliable, affordable 

access to sufficient, nutritious food (World Health Organization, 2014). This is, 

unfortunately, not a reality for all of Halifax’s citizens. Food availability in the 

municipality is often inconsistent with national healthy-eating standards. The design of an 

urban orchard strategy for Halifax should consider food security a guiding principle.  
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2. Sustainability 

The goal of the UFMP is to ensure a sustainable future for Halifax’s urban forests. It 

follows that all projects falling under the UFMP should be carefully planned, with long-

term success in mind. Drawing upon the expertise and knowledge held by Halifax 

citizens will be necessary for our urban orchards to provide ecological, social, and 

economic benefits for communities of today and of generations to come.   

3. Community Involvement, Stewardship, Public Education    

There is an opportunity to use the urban orchard project as a tool for public understanding 

and stewardship, which are two operational principles of the UFMP. For instance, 

stewardship and education programs offered within urban orchards could allow school 

children to learn about ecological concepts and experience, first-hand, the benefits of 

local food production. Additionally, the urban orchard project could be thought of as a 

demonstration site, displaying to the public what could be feasible on private land. 

4. Partnerships & Collaboration 

Funding, land provision, tree-planting, maintenance, food distribution, and educational 

opportunities are components of urban-orchard management that each require a different 

set of resources and expertise. Collaboration between the City of Halifax, non-

governmental and community organizations, businesses, and other potential partners is 

critical to ensure the long-term sustainability of orchards in the city, as well as to 

maximize the benefits they provide.   

5. Site Selection 

Fruit and nut-bearing trees require specific biophysical conditions to remain healthy over 

the long term and yield high-quality produce. Adequate site conditions, such as soil type 

and sunlight availability, are necessary for an urban orchard to thrive. In addition, sites 

selected for urban orchards should be easily accessible to community members involved 

in orchard stewardship and maintenance. Finally, sites should be chosen so as to reduce 

the exposure of trees in the orchard to anthropogenic pollution and contaminants (The 

London Orchard Project, n.d.). 

6. Species and Cultivar Selection 

Similarly to site selection, it is important that the species and cultivars of food trees 

planted be carefully selected to increase the likelihood of survival in Halifax’s urban 

micro-climate.  
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Who are the main players in urban-orchard development, and what roles should 

they play? 

Managing an urban orchard involves a variety of tasks, from planting food-bearing trees, 

to distributing the food produced. The role of the City of Halifax is, first and foremost, to 

provide public land for orchard establishment. A supply of trees would then have to be 

secured through a contract with a tree nursery. Once trees are in the ground, care and 

maintenance will largely be the responsibility of Halifax citizens, and community 

organizations and ENGOs could coordinate volunteer efforts. These groups could also be 

in charge of educational programs in the orchard. If the orchard is planted within an 

existing community garden, existing staff will be invaluable to guide and educate 

volunteers and the public. Resources used for care and maintenance, such as water and 

tools, could be provided by the City of Halifax. Finally, food banks and other charitable 

organizations would be needed to ensure a widespread food distribution.  

How should sites for urban orchards be chosen? 

So as to reduce exposure of trees in the urban orchard to anthropogenic pollutants and 

contaminants, sites should be chosen based on carefully designed criteria. Understanding 

the land-use history can raise awareness about past events, including whether lead paint 

remnants may be in the soil, whether an industrial site or landfill existed in close 

proximity to the site, or whether the site may have historically been agricultural land 

exposed to pesticides (The London Orchard Project, n.d.). In addition, airborne 

contaminants have been shown to increase on a site the closer it is located to large, high-

volume roads (Dale and Freedman, 1982). Orchard sites should therefore be situated 

away from infrastructure that risk exposure to airborne contaminants, including busy 

roads, railways, and canals (The London Orchard Project, n.d.). 

Current site selection for the urban orchard project will fall mainly to the City of Halifax 

and established community gardens within the municipality. The City of Halifax can 

provide public land for the urban orchards, whereas community gardens may wish to 

plant urban orchards as a way of complementing the food that is currently being grown at 

each site.  
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What are the main barriers to urban orchards in Halifax, and how might they be 

addressed? 

One of the focuses of the Urban Orchard Planning Workshop will be to identify barriers 

to the implementation of orchards in Halifax, and to discuss how these may be addressed. 

The following is a list of potential barriers and drawbacks that need to be careful planned 

for to ensure orchard success:  

 Limited availability and access to land 

 Prohibitions in municipal by-laws 

 Higher potential of soil contamination in the urban environment 

 Care, maintenance, and cultivation; need for many committed workers on a 

regular basis 

 Possibility of pest outbreaks  

Conclusion  

Halifax citizens have identified the development of an orchard pilot project in the city as 

a means to make their communities healthier and more liveable. Planting fruit- and nut-

bearing trees in the city combines the benefits of local food production, community 

gathering, and enhancing urban-forest cover into a single initiative. This report presented 

a description of orchards and their requirements, case studies of four cities that are 

currently home to urban orchards, and principles and other points of interest related to 

urban orchard design and management. Public consultation and strategic planning are 

essential to develop meaningful partnerships, allocate adequate funding, and maximize 

the long-term growth and success of orchards in our municipality. Currently, the City of 

Halifax is reaching out to its citizens to discuss the challenges and opportunities relating 

to urban-orchard establishment as presented in this report, and is looking for additional 

input on how to move forward with a pilot project.  
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